
Alumni Newsletter
Vol. 01   Issue. 01   
10.01.07 Alumni Post

Master’s College & Seminary and Eastern Pentecostal Bible College Alumni Association

My Generation Tour 2007

Alumnus of the Year:   Rev. Harold Reid 
Mr. David Hillier, President of the Alumni 

Association, presented this year’s Alumnus 
of the Year Award to Rev. Harold Reid at the 
2007 graduation ceremonies for Master’s 
College & Seminary. Rev. Reid is presently 
the Pastoral Team Leader at Pickering Pen-
tecostal Church, a cell-based congregation 
of 1,900 people, where he has ministered 
for the past 13 years.  Harold graduated 
with the “Evangels” class in 1964, return-
ing to EPBC to complete his B.Th. degree 
in 1997. 

Harold and his wife Yvonne have been in 
ministry together for 43 years.  They have 
four children and nine grandchildren.  The 

Reids have pastored in Ontario, Quebec 
and the Maritimes. 

Harold has served as a district presbyter, 
Assistant Superintendent of the Maritime 
district, Secretary-Treasurer of EOD and 
Quebec, presbyter-at-large for the EOD, 
administrator at Lakeshore Pentecostal 
Camp, and as a member of the General 
Executive of the PAOC.  

 

 

My Generation Tour (L-R) Trevor Gingrich, Derek Osborne, Richard Hodder, Daniel Clarke, Angela Woodley, Amanda Whitelaw

Dr. Ratz to 
Celebrate 
100th Birthday

On November 10, 2007 Dr. Charles Ratz 
will reach a milestone few people ever 
reach—he will celebrate his 100th birthday.  
He has touched thousands of lives over the 
years in pastoral ministry and throughout 

New MCS Site  

Check out our new site at www.mcs.
edu where you will find videos, podcasts, 
upcoming events and much more...

What’s Inside? 
Carl & Marion Verge
Dr. Charles Ratz
Meet Your Alumni Association 

Executive
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MCS Students Complete Summer Promotion Tour
It began at Western Ontario district con-

ference in Niagara Falls in early May, and it 
concluded almost 17,000 kilometres and 46 
services later—in Hamilton, ON on Sunday, 
July 1.  The “My Generation Tour 2007” 
took six energetic, dedicated and talented 
Master’s College students throughout New-
foundland, the Maritimes, Quebec, Eastern 
and Western Ontario districts.  “Hearing 
the testimonies of people who show up 
to our events (or those whom we stay with 
overnight) reminds me every night of why 
I chose to do this with my life,” writes Trevor 
Gingrich, one of the tour members.  “There 
is nothing more satisfying than driving away 
and feeling like we’ve made a difference in 

someone’s life…. Add to that, promoting an organization and a school that we all believe 
in, and spending time with MCS faculty that travel with us (our heroes and mentors). This 
is likely going to turn out to be one of the best experiences so far for all of us.”  From early 
in the tour, this team had a sense that one of their key objectives was to encourage and 
pray for youth pastors and leaders who are leading this next generation.  

Feedback from our constituents confirms our confidence in these students and their 
mission to minister to churches and youth groups across eastern Canada. “We had the 
MCS Team in last weekend for three days.  WOW.  I was shocked,” writes a Maritime pastor.  
“They are great.  Awesome attitudes, gentle spirit, open to the Lord and straight up about 
the College even when faced with passionate concerns about Eastern/MCS.  We were 
thoroughly pleased with them in every way.  In fact, I would say that they single-hand-
edly re-affirmed support from here for the College.” Many thanks to this team, to Eldon 
Wright and to the other faculty members who travelled and spoke, and to those of you 
who opened your hearts, homes and churches to this team.  

Rev. Harold Reid at the 2007 Master’s College & Seminary 
graduation ceremonies. 
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Carl & Marion Verge

Dunamis ‘81 class members at the Verge’s home at Lakeshore Camp, Cobourg, ON

�  Alumni Nesletter  Vol. 01, Issue 01

Q. Tell us about your life “after Eastern.”

A.  On December 20, 2000 we said good-
bye to Eastern and left for Pentecostal Bible 
College, Harare, Zimbabwe seven days 
later.  Nine months into our one-year term 
Carl had a heart attack, and so we had to 
return to Canada immediately.  We were 
so contented and happy in Harare that we 
really questioned God about our 
situation, and we wondered if we 
would ever be able to return there 
again. 

“...we have spent 
over 30 years 

with Bible College 
students.  That’s 

why we are now 65 
and 67, going on 
25 and 27.   We 
have even joined 

Facebook!!”

However, in the plan of God, we 
were invited back to Zimbabwe 
in January 2003 and, after raising 
our budget, we joyfully returned 
there in September for a two-year 
term.  Our task was to transition the college 
from a three-year program to a four-year 
degree program.  Carl, as Academic Dean, 
designed and implemented the degree 
program and also a degree completion 
program for previous graduates.  Marion 
gave oversight to upgrading the library.  

Over 100 previous graduates returned for 
the fourth year of studies. 

We completed our term with every inten-
tion of retiring again.  However, during 
the 2006 winter Carl taught a course at 
Master’s College and Seminary, and shortly 
after that we were invited to PACC, Nai-
robi, Kenya for a nine-month short-term 

appointment to teach, and also to par-
ticipate in their new master’s program in 
Leadership.  During that time we spent a 
week in Zambia and a week in Zimbabwe 
teaching short-term courses.    Carl will be 

returning to PACC in November to teach a 
course in the master’s program. 

  
These past six years have been marvel-

lously fulfilling.  Students from Zimbabwe, 
Zambia, Kenya, Sudan, Congo, Burundi, 
Ethiopia, Somalia, Uganda and Rawanda 
have enriched our lives, and we have been 
blessed to be a part of their lives.  We 

would not have missed the 
experience for anything.  When 
we add those years to those at 
Eastern, it means that we have 
spent over 30 years with Bible 
College students.  That’s why we 
are now 65 and 67, going on 25 
and 27.   We have even joined 
Facebook!!

Right now we are enjoying 
living in our trailer at Lakeshore 
Camp, Cobourg.  Come and see 
us!

Bless you all!  Enjoy the Lord, 
love one another and keep posi-
tive.  There is a whole world still 
needing you. 

Carl and Marion

Carl & Marion Verge 
We caught up with Carl and Marion Verge at their home-on-wheels at Lakeshore Pentecostal Camp in 
Cobourg, ON.

Dunamis ’81 Holds Class Reunion
It was reunion time for the graduating class 
of 1981 this summer as several Dunamis 
classmates met at Lakeshore Pentecostal 
Camp in Cobourg, ON, in July.

the class (and spouses) met at Carl and 
Marion Verge’s home-on-wheels at Lake-
shore Camp.  Carl and Marion were Duna-
mis honorary class members.

It was an opportunity to catch up with 
friends, trade photo albums, reminisce 
through old yearbooks, pray together, 
laugh and eat.

many thanks to Beth Fellinger for organiz-
ing the event. 

Reconnect

B.Th. 
Completion 
Program
“Popular Culture & Media” 
offered at Toronto Campus
October 30 - November  3, 2007

Rev. Eldon Wright and Dr. Gerry 
Michalski will teach Popular Culture 
and Media at the Toronto Campus from 
October 30 – November 3, 2007 as part 
of our B.Th Completion program. Popular 
music, movies, TV, radio, advertisements 
and print media have far-reaching effects 
on today’s youth and their families. Draw-
ing on their many years of experience in 
ministry, Eldon and Gerry will assist the 
course participants in becoming critically 
aware of popular culture so that they will 
be better positioned to minister to youth 
and their families. Eldon presently serves 
as the coordinator for the B.Th Youth 
Ministry program at Master’s. Gerry is the 
lead pastor at Soul Sanctuary, a church he 
started in Winnipeg in 2004.

The revised Bachelor of Theology Com-
pletion program is tailor-made for former 
ministerial diploma graduates from East-
ern/Master’s or other recognized Bible Col-
leges.  Students who receive the maximum 
allowable credit can complete this pro-
gram in approximately two years. Upon 
graduation with a Bachelor of Theology 
degree, students are eligible to apply for 
seminary/graduate studies. 

For additional information, please con-
tact Merv Anthony, Coordinator of the 
B.Th. Completion Program:  

Merv.Anthony@mcs.edu or 1-800-295-
6368  x 236

 Is there a former MCS/EPBC                  
professor or staff member  
you’d like to see profiled in 
“Reconnect”?
Send your requests to: 
alumni@mcs.edu

     Are you planning a class reunion?
                Would you like to advertise your event in the Alumni Post?
                Could we help you to reconnect with classmates?
    
     Send your information and/or requests to:  alumni@mcs.edu

Eldon Wright

«  Harold Reid, continues 
from page 1

An avid outdoors man, Harold enjoys 
sports of all kinds, wilderness camping, 
hunting and fishing, and spending time 
with his children and grandchildren at the 
cottage every summer. 

Harold’s favourite verse of scripture is 
John 15:16: “Ye have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain.”   

 



Keith Preston (Communicators ‘72) is the  Seniors/
Visitation pastor at Agincourt Pentecostal Church in 
Toronto, ON.
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News from 
MCS/EPBC 
Alumni

“To build relationships...”

This is one of the core values of the 
Alumni Association’s mission statement.  
We’d like to hear from you, and so would 
your classmates.

Please send us an e-mail and let us know 
what you’ve been up to.  Include greetings 
to your classmates.  Let us know the year 
you graduated (or the years you attended) 
and the name of your class.  

Tell us where you live and what you’re 
doing.  Are you pastoring?  Working in the 
marketplace or in parachurch ministry?

Tell us about your wedding, your spouse, 
your kids, your grandkids.

If you’d like to hear back from your class-
mates, be sure to include your mailing 
address and/or your e-mail.

«	 Tribute to Dr. Ratz, continues from page 1 

32 years as a teacher and Academic Dean of 
Eastern Pentecostal Bible College.  

My initial contact with Dr. Ratz was in the 
fall of 1969.  It was the orientation for our 
first year class at which “Doc” put the fear of 
God in us.  He told us that Bible College was 
the easiest place for a person to backslide. 

Dr. Ratz was born into a humble home in 
Chesley Lake, ON, on November 10, 1907.  
Severely injured at birth, his right leg, right 
arm, hands and fingers were paralyzed.  The 
doctor told his mother “Better he die; he 
will never be able to look after himself.  He 
will never be able to learn, walk or grow.”  
Because of their strong faith, the Ratz family 
believed God for a miracle.  Charles took his 
first steps at twenty-two months.  

Raised in a strong Christian home, Charles 
confessed Christ as his personal Savior in 
1916 at the age of nine.  He was filled with 
the Spirit on November 20, 1923 at Scott 
Street Mission under the leadership of G.A. 
Chambers.  In l929 he responded to the call 
of God and applied to Bible College.  Dr. 
Ratz received credentials with the PAOC in 
l931.  His first pastorate was Battersea, ON.  
Rev. Carman Lynn, who was still in elemen-
tary school, was the only young person in 
the church. After graduating in April 1932 
he was asked to go to Warren, ON, a small 
town between North Bay and Sudbury, 
where he rented a dance hall for meetings 
on Saturday nights.   

Charles married Iva Goff in December 
1933.  They had two children: Calvin and 
Eleanor.  Calvin is married to Ruth Bombay, 
and, for the past three years, they have been 
working with an AOG missions program: 
“The Book of Hope.” Eleanor is married to 
Keith Morrison, who for many years served 

on the mission field and as assistant to the 
executive director of Overseas Missions.  Dr. 
Ratz has been blessed with four grandchil-
dren, eight great-grandchildren, and one 
new great great grandchild.   

In the fall of 1941 Dr. Ratz began teach-
ing at Eastern Pentecostal Bible College, 
a ministry that would span 32 years.  He 
was appointed as Academic Dean in 1947, 
a position he held until his retirement in 
June l973.  One year later, in 1974, the new 
Administration building was dedicated in 
his honor.  He estimates that over 2000 
students were tutored through his corre-
spondence courses. Dr. Ratz authored eight 
books, many of which were used as text 
books in the Bible College.  From l964 to 
l987 he visited and taught in many of our 
mission fields.  

In 1976 Charles and Iva moved to Shep-
herd Village in Toronto. Iva went to be with 
the Lord in 1998.  Since that time, Dr. Ratz 
has resided in the Long Term Care facilities 
of Shepherd Lodge.  

Since being on staff at Agincourt Pente-
costal Church, I have had many opportu-
nities to visit Dr. Ratz at Shepherd Lodge, 
and when it came to reading a passage 
of scripture, he would usually request a 
passage from Romans.  (I wonder why?)  
Declining health has prevented him from 
doing most of the things he was so actively 
involved in, but his mind is still sharp and 
his spirit is always filled with praise to God 
for His love and faithfulness.  

The Apostle Paul’s words in 2 Tim. 4  rep-
resent the testimony of Charles Ratz:  “I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for 
me the crown of righteousness, which the 

Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me 
on that day and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for his appearing.”

If Jesus tarries, one day we will receive 
the news that another hero of the faith 
has been taken home to glory.  Maybe I’m 
dreaming a little, but I can imagine all his 
students sitting around listening to him 
quote from the book he so eloquently 
taught: the book of Romans.  “Doctor Ratz, 
we all love you.”  

Keith Preston (Communicators ’72) with 
thanks to Eleanor Morrison 

 

What ever happened to Telling Our Story....

If you would like to send 
birthday greetings to Dr. Charles 
Ratz as he celebrates his 100th 
birthday on November 10, 2007, 
please send your cards to:

Rev. Charles Ratz 
710R - 3760 Sheppard Avenue E.  
Toronto, ON 
M1T 3K9

ALUMNI POST will be 
published three times per 
year by the MCS/EPBC 
Alumni Association.

Please send your correspondence 
to:

Alumni Association 
3080 Yonge Street 
Box 70   Suite 3040  
Toronto, ON  M4N 3N1

e-mail:   alumni@mcs.edu

In each issue of the ALUMNI POST, 
we’d like to highlight the lives and 
accomplishments of our MCS/EPBC 
Alumni.  Please send us your story 
ideas.

Would you like to suggest a new 
name for this publication?  

Send your ideas to:  
alumni@mcs.edu.

You can share your photos, too.  Attach 
them to your e-mail message.

Help us to help you connect with 
each other.  Send your updates to:   
alumni@mcs.edu
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Regardless of what you may have heard, 
it’s not just the wonderful dinners that keep 
the members of this newly formed commit-
tee meeting regularly (although we do say 
thank you to the talented staff at Shepherd 
Village in Toronto.)  Recently revived under 
the leadership of Alumni President David 
S. Hillier, the Alumni committee consists 
of eight alumni of EPBC/Master’s from a 
variety of graduating classes.   

Merv Anthony (Impact 1979)
Prior to assuming the position of Reg-

istrar at Master’s in June 1998, Rev. Merv 
Anthony was involved in the education 
system in Newfoundland for 15 years, pri-
marily as a guidance counsellor. Merv has 
a ministerial diploma from Eastern Pen-
tecostal Bible College (1979), a B.A. and 
B.Ed degree from Memorial University of 
Newfoundland (1983) and an M.Ed degree 
from University of Ottawa (1988). He holds 
ministerial credentials with the Pentecostal 
Assemblies of Newfoundland.

Linda Gibson (Dunamis 1981)
Linda graduated from EBPC in 1981 with a 

ministerial diploma, earned a BA (Waterloo) 
and an MSc (Guelph), and holds credentials 
with PAOC. Since 1994, she’s been a dis-
tance education specialist with clients in 
universities, colleges and businesses across 
Canada.  In 2001 Linda began providing 
online course design and teaching support 
to the faculty of Master’s College and Semi-
nary, and has recently added “Communica-
tions” to her responsibilities at MCS.  She 
lives in Markham, ON, with her husband 
Graham, a professor at Master’s.

Mark Goring (Class of 2001) 
Mark is the Sr. High Pastor at Malvern 

Christian Assembly in Scarborough, where 
he has served for the last five years. He 
graduated from Eastern Pentecostal Bible 
College in 2001 with a B.Th. in Youth Minis-
try.  Mark is married to Kimberley and father 
to an energetic baby named Damon.

David Hillier (Communicators 1972)
David is the President & CEO of Shepherd 

Village Inc. in Toronto. Since graduating 
from EPBC he earned his designation as a 
Certified General Accountant. Prior to serv-
ing at Shepherd Village he was the North 
American Executive Vice President for Tie 
Rack—an international retail chain. David 
is currently serving his second stint on the 
Board of Governors for Master’s College & 
Seminary and over the years has served 
on many church, District and College com-
mittees.

Karen Hillier (Visionaries, 1974) 
Karen is married to David and together 

they have four children. Karen has served 
her home church in many capacities, some 
of which include Women’s Ministries Presi-
dent, Missions Committee, Envelope Sec-
retary and Teller Captain.

Jodey Hutchings (Nikanor, 1995) 
Jodey is an Executive Assistant at Shep-

herd Village Inc. Shepherd Village is a con-
tinuum of care for seniors in the Toronto 
community. She is an active member and 
worship leader at Pickering Pentecostal 
Church where her husband serves as the 
Youth and Creative Ministries Pastor.

Heather Janes (Class of 1996)
Heather graduated from Eastern in 1996, 

where she received a Bachelor of Theol-
ogy with a major in Youth Ministry.  She 

went from studying about young people 
to working with seniors and is now the 
Director of Marketing at Christie Gardens 
in Toronto. Christie Gardens is a faith-based 
community servicing seniors in accommo-
dations ranging from independent living 
to Long-Term-Care. Heather has been in 
the seniors’ care industry for over 17 years, 
however has stayed involved with youth 
ministry as much as possible at her local 
church.

Keith Preston (Communicators 1972)
Since graduation from Eastern in 1972, 

Keith has ministered full-time in Ontario.  
He began his ministry in Coboconk, fol-
lowed by Kincardine, Carleton Place, Kes-
wick, Listowel and Gravenhurst.  Four and 
a half years ago he joined the staff of Agin-
court Pentecostal Church in Toronto and 
serves as Senior’s/Visitation Pastor.  He is 
married to Sharon (nee Greene, Bannerman 
‘71). They have two married children and six 
grandchildren. 

Graduation 2007
by Merv Anthony, Registrar MCS

The 66th Commencement Ceremony for Master’s College and Seminary was held at 
Agincourt Pentecostal Church in Toronto on Saturday, April 28, 2007 with President David 
Hazzard presiding. Students from the various streams participated by reading scripture or 
providing their testimony. Of particular interest this year was the testimony of Miss Joan 
Jewison, our first ASL (i.e. Deaf Stream) graduate. Miss Jewison, through the assistance of 
an ASL interpreter, recounted the major highlights of her time at Master’s as well as her 
ministry experience. Rev. Doug James, one of the faculty, offered a very moving prayer 
of dedication for all of the graduates.

During the ceremony four Master’s Commission students received a Certificate of 
Participation. Thirty-six graduates from the College Stream and nine graduates from 
the Intercultural Stream were awarded with a Certificate, Diploma, Bachelor of Religious 
Education degree or Bachelor of Theology degree. One student from the Seminary Stream 
received a Certificate of Pentecostal Studies and two students received a Diploma of 
Pentecostal Studies. The Diploma students received a Master’s of Theological Studies in 
Pentecostal Studies at the Tyndale Seminary graduation ceremony, which was held the 
following week. The MTS in Pentecostal Studies degree, which is the signature program 
of Master’s Seminary, is offered in conjunction with Tyndale Seminary. The Brian Stiller 
Award, which was offered for the first time by the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada, was 
presented to Joanne Goodwin, one of our Seminary graduates. 

A brief slide presentation was also shown to highlight our Cuban graduates. Master’s has 
been sending instructors to Cuba since 1996 and thus far we have had 145 students who 
have done at least one course and 58 who have graduated from the Bachelor of Theology 
Completion Program. All of the Cuban graduates have completed a Bible College program 
in Cuba in addition to the one year of courses that they completed with Master’s. 

Mr. David Hillier, President of the Alumni Association, presented this year’s Alumnus of 
the Year Award to Rev. Harold Reid. In making the presentation, Mr. Hiller recounted the 
major milestones of Rev. Reid’s ministry. Rev. Reid, who graduated with the “Evangels” 
class in 1964, is presently the Senior Pastor at Pickering Pentecostal Church. Mr. Hiller 
also presented each of the graduates with a bronze-coloured pin in the shape of a flame 
as he welcomed them into the Alumni Association. 

Immediately following the closing prayer that was offered by Rev. Robert Taitinger, 
the graduates formed a receiving line so that they could be greeted by family, friends, 
faculty and staff at Master’s.  

 Would you like to get 
involved at the “grass 

roots” with the Alumni 
Association? We’re 

looking for sectional 
representatives to help 

us reconnect with 
MCS/ EPBC alumni.  
If you’d like to help, 
please contact us at 
alumni@mcs.edu. 

College Dean Dr. Mick Nelson   

The latest buzz
Meet Your Alumni Executive
by Jodey Hutchings, Alumni Association

David Hillier (Communicators ‘72)  is the President & 
CEO of Shepherd Village Inc. in Toronto, ON.


